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The Art of Crying
Synopsis

According to 11-year-old Allan, he comes from a happy, normal family – that is when his father isn’t 
bursting into tears in the middle of  the night threatening to kill himself, which we quickly come to 
understand is a regular occurrence. So regular, in fact, that the rest of  the family simply ignores it, 
except for Allan who shows a touching yet childishly naïve and ultimately misguided concern for his 
father’s desperate crying jags.

The only thing that can calm the father down so things can return to normal is for Allan’s older sister 
Sanne to spend the night with him and “comfort” him.  Too young to understand what that entails, 
Allan urges his sister to go to him, which she does with an apathetic detachment.  

Yet seen through the untainted eyes of  a young boy focused on relieving the suffering of  his father, 
these events are depicted with an endearing, almost comical innocence devoid of  condemnation.

When the sister finally refuses to comfort her father anymore, it is left to Allan to find a way to raise 
his father’s spirits.  But the only time the father, normally a timorous bundle of  injured pride and 
self-loathing, is truly happy and manages to rise in the esteem of  others, is when he is giving one 
of  his famously moving funeral eulogies.  So, Allan resolves to do what he can to provide his father 
with more funerals at which to shine, starting with his sickly aunt Didde.

Deprived of  his daughter’s “comfort”, the father becomes intensely jealous of  Sanne’s boyfriend 
and enlists Allan’s help in keeping an eye on her.  When Allan can provide him with no grounds for 
paternal suspicion, the father has the boyfriend arrested on trumped up charges of  statutory rape.

This is the last straw for Sanne.  Taking a leaf  from Allan’s book, she locks her grandmother inside 
her house and sets fire to it to get back at her father, for which she is sent away to a psychiatric 
hospital. This sets off  another one of  the father’s nighttime bouts of  depression as he fears what 
she might say. With Sanne no longer around to comfort the father, Allan takes her place with him 
on the sofa.

As Allan gradually comes to realize what his father’s behavior did to Sanne, he resolves to make sure 
she never has to be subject to it again by traveling to the hospital to ask them not to send her home, 
and revealing the truth about his father.  

As the police start their investigation into Allan’s revelations about Sanna, the father’s world comes 
crumbling down.  He makes his first proper attempt at suicide, but only after making sure that Allan 
has seen his preparations and is equipped to save him.

While the father is recovering in hospital, Allan enjoys a blissful time of  happy calm alone at home 
with his mother.  And that time is set to continue as the father is sent off  to prison as soon as he is 
well enough.  As Allan puts it, every cloud has a silver lining. 
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The Cast

Allan			   Jannik Lorenzen

Dad				    Jesper Asholt

Sanne			   Julie Kolbeck

Mom				Ha   nne Hedelund

Asger			   Thomas Knuth-Winterfeldt

Aunt Didde		G  itte Siem Christensen
	
Grandma			R   ita Angela
	
Grocer Budde		  Bjarne Henriksen
	
Mrs. Budde		La  ura Wrang
	
Nis Budde			  Tue Frisk Petersen
	
Per				    Sune Thomsen
	
Sole				   Jacob Tranæs
	
Ms. Port			   Bodil Lassen
	
Mrs. Simonsen		H  elle Jensen
	
Psychiatrist		L  ene Tiemroth
	
Priest			R   olf Hansen
	
Bus driver		  Christian Tychsen
	
Uncle Kedde		  Troels Malling Thaarup
	
Aunt Emmy		P  ia Hansen
	
Dr. Madsen		Ha  ns Henrik Voetmann
	
Police 			V   ictor Markussen
	
Asger’s girlfriend	 Camilla Metelmann
	
Inge				   Malene Brandt
	
Lis				    Thenna Bjørn Hansen
	
The Blue Van		  Søren Christensen
				    Anders Villadsen
				    Steffen Westmark
				P    er Jørgensen
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The Crew

Director					     Peter Schønau Fog

Screenplay				B    o hr Hansen
						B      ased on a novel by	Erling Jepsen

Director of Photography	H arald Paalgard

Editor					A     nne Østerud

Sound Recording			H   enry Michaelsen

Sound Post-Production		  Peter Schultz
	
Art Director				    Søren Krag Sørensen

Chief Lighting technician	As lak Lytthans

Make-up					     Pari Khadem

Costumes					M    argrethe Rasmussen

Casting					T     ine Sætter-Lassen
						R      ené Frelle Petersen

Composer					K    arsten Fundal

Producer					T    homas Stenderup

Facts
English Title The Art of Crying 
Original Title Kunsten at græde i kor 
Country of Origin Denmark 
Danish Release 27.04.2007
Format 35mm / 1:1,85 (widescreen)
Sound Dolby SR Digital

Running Time 106 min 
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Jesper Asholt as Dad

Height: 173 cm
Eyes: Blue-Grey
Weight: 73 kg.

Feature Films

The Prince and Me
Cab driver
Dir. Martha Coolidge
Paramount Pictures US

Mifune’s Last Song (Dogma 3)
Rud
Dir. Søren Kragh Jacobsen
Nimbus Film

Let’s Get Lost Little John
Dir. Jonas Elmer
Metronome Productions

Bornholms stemme
Finn Ole
Dir. Lotte Svendsen
Per Holst Film

Baby Doom
Michael
Dir. Peter Green Larsen
Danmarks Radio

Royal Blues
Fangevogter
Dir. Lotte Svendsen
Per Holst Film

Café Hector
Thorval
Dir. Lotte Svendsen
Per Holst Film

Harmony
Sven
Dir. Lotte Svendsen
The Danish Film Institute

Omveje
Troels
Dir. Henrik Ruben Gentz
The Danish Film Institute

Dykkerne
Simon	
Dir. Åke Sandgren
Thura Film

Woychek
Lars Lundgård
Dir. Nicolaj Arcel
The Danish Film School/Danmarks Radio

Når lysterne tændes
Claus Jacobsen
Dir. Martin Strange Hansen
The Danish Film School/Danmarks Radio

Monas Verden
Kurt
Dir. Jonas Elmer
Per Holst Film

Albert	
Egon’s Father
Dir. Jørn Faurschou
M&M Productions

Television
Nikolaj & Julie (Emmy Award winner)
leading	 
Birger Larsen, Henrik Ruben Genz, et al.
DR TV

Taxa
supporting
Dir. Jørn Faurschou
DR



Mørklægning
supporting
Dir. Palle Kjærulf-Schmidt
DR TV

Morten Korch
supporting
Dir. Lone Scherfig
Zentropa Int.

Majoren
supporting
Dir. Ole Roos	
DR TV

Dødsjov
leading	
Dir. Henrik Ruben Genz
DR TV

Jul på Kronborg
supporting
Dir. Hans Christensen
DR TV

Mit liv som Bent
supporting
Dir. Jens Folmer Jeppesen
DR TV Deluca Film

Solskin kan man altid finde
leading	
Dir. Jens Folmer Jeppesen
TV 2/ Deluca Film

Bryggeren
supporting
Dir. Kasper Rostrup
DR TV

Theatre
Elling & Kjell Bjarne
Kjell Bjarne
Dir. Morten Grunwald
Nørrebros Teater

Waiting for Godot
Estragon
Dir. Gunnar Rose
Limfjords Teatret

A Midsummer Nights Dream
Supporting roles
Dir. Hanne Felding
Teater Filuren, Aarhus

Richard III
Richmond
Dir. Bjarne Sloth
Aarhus Teater

King Lear
The Fool
Dir. Ulla Gottlieb
Det Danske Teater

Awards 
Winner of  2000 Danish Film Academy Award 
for Best Supporting Actor 

Winner of  2000 Danish Film Workers Ass. 
Award for Best Supporting Actor 

Winner of  2000 Copenhagen Award, Film 
category. 

Nominated for ”Student Academy Award” (US) 
in ”Når Lysterne tændes” 

Education/Training 
School of  Dramatic Arts, Aarhus, Denmark, 
1987 - 1991.
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Hanne Hedelund as Mom

Born 1957

Hanne trained as an actor at Skuespillerskolen v/Odense Teater 1984-1987.

Previously she worked as a fulltime actor at the Odense theatre; productions include
Skønhedsdronningen fra Leenan, Aske til Aske, Peter Pan  – Odense 
Teater. Mod til at dræbe (Det Danske Teater). Tante Dan & Lemon (Café Teatret). 
Forbrændt (Husets Teater).

In recent years she has been a freelance actor working mainly in musical theatre: OIM (Odense 
Internationale Musikteater), where she worked in the Reumert-nominated productions of  Her står 
du du and Heaven and in the Reumert-winning productions Lulu and The Citizen.
Most recently she took part in the critically acclaimed production Memory.

In addition, Hanne Hedelund has appeared in the TV series Bryggeren, Rejseholdet (Unit 
One) and Ørnen (The Eagle), the feature film Forbudt for Børn (1998) and Kunsten 
at græde i kor (The Art of  Crying) (2006).
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Producer: Thomas Stenderup

Born 1954. 

MD in Economics and graduate from the National Film School of  Denmark, former Sec General 
of  the Media Programme DOCUMENTARY and former Head of  Production at the Danish Film 
Institute.  Thomas Stenderup has been member of  the board of:
Filmkontakt Nord; Danish Producers Association, EURIMAGES, Nordic Film- and Television 
Fund

In 1993 Thomas Stenderup created Final Cut Productions.
Producer of  a number of  prize-winning international documentaries, shorts- and feature films, 
among others:

By God’s Will (1996); director Sonja Vesterholt; awarded documentary for DR, SVT, NRK and 
YLE.

Portal to Peace (1996); director Thomas Stenderup; awarded documentary for TV2, WDR, 
YLE and ORF.

Take Off (1997); director Cathrine Asmussen & Thomas Stenderup; a documentary series for 
DR and NRK.

Jacobs’ List (1997); director Lars Mortensen; short fiction for TV2.

To be or nothing to eat (1997); director: Torben Skjødt Jensen; awarded short film.

The man who would live forever (1999); director Torben Skjødt Jensen; awarded 
feature film.

Frozen Heart (1999); director Stig Andersen; feature length doc for DR, SVT, NRK; co-
production Motlys.

The Great Bridge (2000); director Lars Westman & F. Gertten; feature length doc for SVT, 
DR, YLE, NRK.

Falling Sky (2002); director Gunnar Vikene; feature film; co-production Motlys.

The German Secret (2004); director Lars Johansson, cinema-doc (ZDF-Arte, DR, TV2 
Norge, YLE).

Do you love me? (2004); director Lars Westman; documentary (SVT, DR, TV2 Norge, YLE).

The Art of Crying (2006); director Peter Schønau Fog; feature film.

Maria Larsson’s everlasting moment ;director Jan Troell; feature film in preproduction.
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Director: Peter SchØnau Fog

Peter Schønau Fog, born April 20, 1971 in Fanø Denmark, has a solid education as a film director 
from FAMU (Prag) and The Danish Film School (Copenhagen). His graduation film from The 
Danish Film School Little Man (1999) won more than 10 international awards and the film was 
presented in Cannes 2000.

After graduating from film school Peter Schønau Fog has been teaching at Filmhøjskolen in Ebeltoft 
and at the Danish Film School in Copenhagen. In addition the director has worked on his own film 
projects, first of  all The Art of Crying (based on a novel by Erling Jepsen), which is his first 
feature film. Expected release: April 2007.

Other short films by Peter Schønau Fog: Lustich Bedford, One + One, I.N.V.U., Tippy 
& Tony and The Last Ditch.
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Screenplay: Bo hr Hansen 

Trained as a journalist at the Danish School of  Journalism 1990 and studied screenwriting at the 
National Film School of  Denmark 1992

Debuted as a writer in 1987 with the poetry collection Hjerte-form. Has since written four 
collections of  poetry. Since 1992, has made his living writing scripts for film, TV and the theatre, 
either on his own or in collaboration with others.

Film and television credits include:

Drengen der gik baglæns (The Boy Who Walked Backwards), short film, dir. Thomas 
Vinterberg, 1994.

De største Helte (The Biggest Heroes), feature, dir. Thomas Vinterberg, 1996.

Kald mig bare Aksel (Wallah Be), feature, dir. Pia Bovin, 2002.

En som Hodder (Someone Like Hodder), feature, dir. Henrik Ruben Genz, 2003.

Jesus & Josefine, TV series, dir. Carsten Myllerup, 2003.

Oskar & Josefine, feature, dir. Carsten Myllerup, 2005.

Also co-wrote Nordkraft (Angels in Fast Motion), dir. Ole Christian Madsen, 2005.
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Cinematographer: Harald Paalgard

Harald Paalgard, Director of  Photography for The Art of Crying, is one of  the great Nordic 
film photographers. 

He has shot more than 30 movies, among them Oscar nominated As it is in Heaven (Så 
som i himmelen) 2004 by Kay Pollak, Manslaughter (Drabet) by Per Fly (2005) , The 
Inheritance (Arven) by Per Fly (2003), Unni Straume’s Music for Weddings and 
Funerals (2002), Ola Solum’s Orions Belt (1985), Berit Nesheim’s Frida – Straight 
from the Heart (1991), Hilde Heier’s The Prompter (1999), Fridrik Thor Fridriksson’s 
Angels of the Universe (2000), Tryggve Allister Diesen’s Hold my Heart (2002) and 
Kjell-Åke Andersson’s Christmas Oratorio which he received a Guldbagge for in 1997. 

Harald Paalgard was also named Kodak Photographer of the Year in 1994.



The Art of Crying  

Composer: Karsten Fundal

COMPOSER OF AVANT-GARDE MUSIC

Karsten Fundal (b. 1966) creates music about balance in life and art and about establishing a kind of  
humanity. Karsten Fundal has studied composition with Hans Abrahamsen and Ib Nørholm, Karl 
Aage Rasmussen and Per Nørgård. A meeting with Nigel Osborne and Morton Feldman in 1986 
at Dartington took on great importance for Fundal’s development as a composer, and in the years 
1987-88 he studied composition with Louis Andriessen in Holland. 

In recent years a rapidly increasing interest in his music led to a large number of  new works, and 
gradually won him a place as the major composer of  his generation. Fundal has made an impact in 
the film world with his music for the Dreyer film Mikaël (2003) which premiered live with the 
Copenhagen Philharmonic, and after he wrote the music for Nikolaj Østergaard’s Robert-award-
winning Short Film About Faith (Kort Film Om Tro) (2005).  
Among the most important of  his other works are; the violin concerto Floating Lines – 
Broken Mirrors (1995-1996), the percussion concerto Ritornello al Contrario 
(1996-1997), the ensemble work written for the Cikada Ensemble, Circadian Pulse (2002-
2003), the four works in the Moebius series and the orchestral works Entropia (1997-2001) 
for soloists, choir and large orchestra – written for the Danish National Symphony Orchestra/DR 
– and the orchestral work Hush (2003-2004).

Karsten Fundal has most recently finished the music for Peter Schønau Fog’s feature film The Art 
of Crying (Kunsten At Græde i Kor).  

Karsten Fundal has been awarded the Wilhelm Hansen Composer’s Prize 1994, the 
Prize of the Danish Composers’ Society 1995, the Hvass Foundation’s 
Artist’s Grant 1995, the Queen Ingrid Memorial Grant 2005 and the Carl 
Nielsen Prize 2005. In 2005 he received the three-year grant of  the Danish National 
Arts Foundation. 
 




